
Property Type 

Targeted: 

Vacant Land

85%

Identifying & Combatting Seller Impersonation Fraud 

in the Title Insurance Industry

SELLER IMPERSONATION FRAUD SHOWS NO SIGNS OF SLOWING DOWN

COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF SIF HELP COMPANIES DETECT FRAUD

INDUSTRY EFFORTS PROTECT CONSUMERS AND COMBAT FRAUD

Sel ler  impersonat ion f raud (SIF) affects t i t le insurance companies and consumers.  This i l legal  act iv i ty  can be di ff icul t  to detect  and, i f  

successful ,  may take months or even years to discover.  In 2023, near ly 3 in 10 companies exper ienced at  least  one SIF at tempt,  whether 

successful  or  not .  In May 2024, near ly 2 in 10 companies reported at  least  one at tempt in the past  month.

Fraudsters tend to favor propert ies that  are not  owner-occupied,  l ike vacant propert ies,  as wel l  as al l  cash t ransact ions and mai l  away-

signings wi th use of  their  own notary.  They also fake notar izat ions or use real  credent ia ls wi thout permission.  

*These actions can be part of a legitimate transaction but may indicate a higher risk of fraud.

**Only for the 46 states whose regulators have approved enhanced policies (excl. FL, NM, OR, and TX).

Source: ndp | analytics. 2024. ALTA Critical Issues Study. Seller Impersonation Fraud. July. 

Tit le insurance companies invest  resources to ident i fy  SIF dur ing the t ransact ion process.  As a resul t ,  i t  is  more common to catch i t  before 

c losing.  Enhanced homeowners insurance pol ic ies protect  buyers post-c losing in states where i t  is  an opt ion.  St i l l ,  companies t ra in staff  on 

ident i fy ing and report ing f raud to reduce instances in future t ransact ions.  
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